CLOSURE OF INSTUTIONS

My Life – My Story
Jean S.
I was born in 1962.  The second of eight children born to parents who were both heavy smokers and alcoholics.  I was diagnosed with mild retardation.  I attended special education classes in Philadelphia and was placed in an institution.   Living in an institution was like living in a prison.  Staff abused people by smacking us, cursing at use, calling us names and sometimes threw us up against a wall.  People with disabilities do not belong in institutions.  I want to see them closed.  

I am writing this story because I would like to see all my brothers and sisters out of the institution and in the community where they belong.  

I moved into a Community Living Arrangement. I lived there for 13 years.

I also lived with a family, which was nice but they did not celebrate holidays.  I am living in my own apartment for the last 4 years and I again celebrate holidays.

 I worked in a sheltered workshop.  I usually did assembly work on occasions I worked in the office-answering phone.  After expressing interest in competitive employment and working with a job coach, I became empowered and was employed by Public Interest Law Center of Philadelphia.  I worked there for 3 years before landing my present job with the Disabilities Law Project where I have worked as an Administrative Assistant for 15  years.  
I have been lucky to have a lot of friends and family who always look out for me and trust me in working in my personal life.  I t took many years and a lot of work by me and advocates who worked with me, but I now live alone and work in competitive employment.  I am working at a job where I can make a difference to people with disabilities. I am a Board Member of Liberty Resources, Vision for Equality, Developmental Disabilities Council and The Arc of Pennsylvania. I serve on The Arc’s Advocacy Capacity Committee where we discuss ways to teach other people how to advocate for themselves within their community and with their legislators.
I am very passionate about what I do and help others to live a life like mine.  I love to just hang out with family and friends.  
