ADULT COMMUNITY LIVING
A local chapter of The Arc received a telephone call from the law enforcement officer at the Humane Society regarding a person with an intellectual disability who had been citied for cruelty to animals.  This individual was living in an apartment that had dog and cat waste through the home.  The individual was about to be hauled off to jail if she did not turn surrender the animals or if the home was not cleaned.  The humane league did not want to prosecute this woman, however they did not believe she knew what was about to happen.

An advocate contacted the county’s MH/MR and discovered that this individual had a closed record with the County.  The advocate was able to discuss the situation with her former supports coordinator.  The advocate then drove to the person’s home.  The person was not home although her sister and another person were there cleaning up the home. After explaining that she was there to help she spoke with the sister.  The home, despite efforts by the sister, was still filthy.  The individual living there is not able to keep up with having her own apartment independently.  The Arc chapter has contacted MH/MR to have the case reopened and will assist with transportation.  We were just notified that this person has not paid her rent and is now being evicted from her home.  We will continue to work with her and MH/MR until she has a plan of support in place.
